


WOODLAND PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on  

Thursday 8 January 2026
 
at 

 Woodland Village Hall 
 
 
 
Present 
 
Cllr Hall (Chair), Cllr Timms, Cllr Snowdon, Cllr Blackwood, Cllr Gardner, Cllr Abbott, Cllr Peckett, Cllr Robert Potts (DCC Evenwood and Barony) David Buckee (Parish Clerk) 
 
4 members of the public were present  

1. Apologies
None

2. Declaration of Interest 
(Members are asked to consider if they have a conflict of interest either personally or pecuniary in any matter included within the agenda)

None declared

3. Acceptance and signing of minutes from meeting 13th November & 24th November

Draft minutes have already been sent to Councillors, who agreed to accept them in full. Proposed by Cllr Gardner, seconded by Cllr Peckett. Minutes of the meeting signed by Cllr Hall.

4. Matters Arising
None
5. Finance and Financial update

Balance stands at £12,779.49
Payments made since last meeting £200 final grass cut, 3 payments each of £22.50 to Woodland Village Hall for meetings in July, September & November plus £15 for the extraordinary meeting in November, £24.49 for the poppy wreath, £200.76 to TEEC Ltd for web hosting, £1,046.14 clerk salary covering period March to October, £57.15 Royal British Legion from Remembrance Sunday collection
Payments in £57.15 Remembrance Sunday collection, £250 from Lynesack & Softley Parish Council towards Christmas celebrations – this arrived too late to allow time to organise anything so is ringfenced for 2026 Christmas
Payments to make - £82.93 to HMRC for employer National Insurance contributions covering period 6th October to 5th November. Cllr Abbott queried why this was due, as the annual salary the Parish Council pays the Clerk is below the threshold at which Employer National Insurance is due. The Clerk explained that the figure that is paid for salary is input through an HMRC tool which then calculates the amount of tax and national insurance that is payable. ACTION: Clerk to raise matter with HMRC. (it may be a glitch as a result of making a lump sum payment to cover several months salary which has distorted the calculations) 
There is also income tax of £260.60 that was deducted from the last clerk salary to account to HMRC. (the clerk received the net figure and the retained income tax element is then paid to HMRC).
There are also further national insurance payments to account for with HMRC based on the second instalment of the clerk salary paid, but again these will be queried with HMRC and the clerk will report back to councillors.
£333.60 clerk salary for November & December is also to pay.
Estimated payments still to make between now and the end of March are clerk salary £834, external audit fee budgeted at £150 (although final bill still awaited), room hire £45. Also built in to calculations employer national insurance contributions (which may be subject to change)

From the current bank balance, we need to deduct reserves that the Parish Council must retain £5k, balance of ringfenced playground monies £2,9356.86, £250 contribution from Lynesack & Softley to ringfence for Christmas 2026

As a result, as the clerk has mentioned at previous meetings, the actual finances of the parish Council are not as healthy as would first appear just looking at the current bank balance, with the actual monies available to the Parish Council at the end of March only being in the region of £3k.

The clerk felt that the Parish Council now needs to look at savings accounts, as discussed previously, to take out of the bank balance the ringfenced monies (mandatory reserves, playground monies) to leave a working balance in the bank account, which then gives a truer picture of the finances.

Councillors agreed that savings accounts were a good idea, which would generate at least some interest, with the £5k reserves being locked in longer term, say 12 months. ACTION: Clerk to make enquires as to what is available and applicable interest rates, so that Councillors can decide a suitable home for the monies. Cllr Hall suggested Newcastle or Darlington Building Societies who are local, and who currently offer some decent rates.

Cllr Timms enquired whether a vote is required. Cllr Gardner suggested that rather than a vote being taken on each matter discussed, it may be easier and less time consuming that it be considered that unless anyone raised an objection, it is assumed that all councillors are in agreement. This suggestion was agreed unanimously.

6. Budget & Precept for 2026/27

The Clerk has already sent councillors a draft budget. Cllr Gardner felt that the 40% increase in precept required to fully cover anticipated expenditure, whilst not large in monetary value per resident, would be too high and may be questioned by Durham County Council, as well as residents. She agreed that as the precept is the only form of Parish Council income, and with the depleted reserves available, the PC cannot continue to indefinitely meet shortfalls between income and expenditure. She felt that perhaps a 20% rise this year, and possibly a further 20% next year if required is the way forward. By her rough calculations this would equate to around £20 per household a year. With the current cost of living pressures being faced by individuals, she accepted that we need to try and keep any rise as low as possible. Cllr Hall said that there is also the need to consider the chapel and whether the PC will have to spend money on it. Cllr Gardner also raised the fact that the PC also has to consider the impact of any unexpected costs, and felt that a suitable compromise would be the 20% increase already mentioned, and to review again next financial year.

The clerk said that historically the precept has been kept very low, as the Parish Council did not have a massive expenditure. Things have however changed over recent times, with the employment of a paid clerk when previously it was done as an unpaid role, increased costs of grass cutting, the impact of the new playground equipment on insurance cost which has more than doubled. As a result, starting from a low-cost point, costs have risen significantly and increases in precept have not been made at the same rate to cover these additional costs. Last year the council in setting the precept took the decision to absorb the difference through remaining funds from the Covid-19 grant, and whilst on a short-term basis was fine, it is not sustainable, and at some point funds will run out, and unless it has been addressed beforehand, a massive increase in precept would be necessary at that time. He agreed that a staggered increase this year, next year and perhaps the following year will bring the whole financial situation much nearer to balancing, whilst there are still some funds available in reserves to cover the shortfall. The clerk suggested that there is an argument that some of the ringfenced playground monies could be used to partially pay some of the insurance as most of the premium covers the equipment insurance, as well as the ROSPA report and any repairs necessary to the playground, and this would reduce any shortfall. Cllr Gardner agreed that for the next couple of years the playground insurance be taken from residual playground monies.

Cllr Hall asked the clerk whether a 20% increase in precept will suffice for 2026/27. The clerk replied that looking at the budget it shows annual costs of approximately £5,700 - £800 insurance, £12 postage/inks, £50 local/national council subscriptions, £30 poppy wreath, £2350 clerk salary, £350 IT/website, £900 grass cutting, £150 room hire, £150 playground inspection, £100 playground maintenance, £50 general maintenance, £100 donation, £150 training, £250 audit, plus an allowance of £300 to cover future elections (which has not previously been budgeted for). Applying an increase of 20% on the precept last year will provide an income of £4,680 which still leaves a shortfall around £1k which is covered by reserves, and if a similar approach is taken next few years, by the tax year 2028/29 it should be about level, albeit with minimal reserves being held at that time.

Cllr Potts mentioned his councillor budget, and the possibility that some could be allocated if required to cover projects within the playpark and also help with repairs to the chapel.
 
Cllr Abbott agreed that a substantial increase in the precept is needed, and felt that a 20% increase was a sensible compromise. Whilst as a % increase it sounds high, it is relatively low in monetary terms.

Compared with a lot of other parish councils, Woodland still has a low precept figure. Cllr Potts agreed, putting it in perspective that the combined precepts of Woodland, Lynesack & Softley, Hamsterley, and South Bedburn are lower than Evenwood.

All councillors voted unanimously to a 20% increase in precept for 2026/27.

7. Playpark 

There have been no further incidents of damage to the playpark. Councillors agreed that during the winter period inspections can move from fortnightly to monthly, for further review in light of any incidents and greater use of the play equipment when the weather improves. ACTION: Clerk to draw up a new rota of inspections. Cllr Snowdon agreed to do the inspection for January

Cllr Gardner said that the plans mentioned at previous meetings for a telescope, information board, bench can be discussed further at the March meeting. Cllr Peckett is still looking for a decent second-hand telescope being sold locally, so that he can see it in person rather than risk buying something without seeing it, and if he finds one, he will let Councillors know.

8. Speeding traffic

Cllr Peckett said that speeding is still an issue, nothing much has changed since the last meeting. The clerk has sent a copy of the agreed petition for speed humps to Lynesack & Softley Parish Council for their councillors to approve at their meeting tonight, as part of Woodland falls within their parish. Once agreed, Cllr Blackwood will hand it over to Cllr Potts to present to highways. Intention is to involve the school and Teesdale Mercury for publicity. Will also supply DCC with the information recorded from the speed camera monitor that Cllr Peckett has at his property, which monitors the level of speed and which has shown some horrific level of speeding. This will highlight the issues in the village. Cllr Peckett said that there is a higher level of cars speeding compared with those keeping to the speed limit.

Susanna Baker suggested the possibility of having repeat 30mph signs throughout the village. Whilst this could be raised with DCC, councillors did not feel it likely that further signs would be put up, Cllr Peckett saying that in areas with street lighting it is generally accepted to be a 30mph area unless otherwise signed. Mrs Baker also asked whether we could make our own signs, and this led to a discussion regarding other means to slow down traffic. Paul Brydon said that his work van has been mistaken by many drivers as a speed van, which has helped slow down traffic over recent weeks.

The clerk has approached Etherley Parish Council regarding possible use of their speed equipment. However, this is no longer available to borrow as they have recently recruited new volunteers to allow them to resurrect their speed watch scheme. 

Ingleton are still to be approached regarding their sad/happy face signs.


8. Cemetery & Quarry Field

Cemetery

DCC have said that they are reviewing all their buildings within cemeteries with a view to sale/disposal or demolition, and are therefore unable to carry out any maintenance of the chapel building.

Cllr Gardner said that it is very clear that the PC does not have the money to look after the building. Cllr Abbott felt that there were only 3 options – (a) leave derelict as it is, (b) find a grant to repair it, although the question is what would it then to be used for, and for how long it could be maintained (c) find a grant to demolish it and turn in to a remembrance garden. Councillors felt that the first option is not viable due to the potential risk to the public being injured, and were unanimous in agreement that the last option is the preferred one, provided that it is then turned in to a garden of remembrance or similar and done properly. Cllr Snowdon suggested we approach DCC to see if they will help with demolition, however Cllrs Potts & Abbott said that from their reply it is very clear that DCC aren’t able to help. Cllr Potts said that it is likely DCC would use contractors to do any demolition of their buildings. Cllr Hall said that it is highly likely that local builders would be very keen to use the stone from the chapel, and perhaps a deal could be done for its demolition in exchange for the stone being taken away. Cllr Potts said that if there is any help needed to cover any costs, his budget is available to apply for money. ACTION: Cllr Hall to approach some local builders for a quote for demolition.
Cllr Snowdon enquired whether any permissions will be required. ACTION: Clerk to contact DCC to enquire

Quarry Field

Following up on discussions from previous meetings, Cllr Gardner enquired whether the Parish Council were now to seek a copy of the herbage agreement, to provide evidence as to what it covers and how it has been passed on through generations. Her own research has shown that for it to be legal, herbage rights have to be passed on whilst the person is living, not through a Will or after death, and a legal document will have to have been created. She felt that the request for sight of the document needed to be done through a formal letter from the Parish Council, asking for a copy of the agreement and details as to how it has been passed to the current owner, to include copies of the legal documents passing the rights. Cllr Abbott agreed that it would be useful to have a copy of the agreement. A thorough search of Parish Council records and archives held at DCC has been undertaken, and in the absence of being able to find any documentation regarding the rights, Cllr Gardner felt that the onus was on the Teasdale’s to prove the herbage rights that they claim to have relating to the quarry field. 

Cllr Hall wondered why we cannot find any copies of the documents. Cllr Abbott said that as far as the land registry is concerned, the land is owned by Raby. Plans found at The Story at DCC make numerous references to the quarry field being owned by the forerunners at the time of the Parish Council, and that Walker had herbage rights, but there are no actual documents. Cllr Gardner felt that Land Registry documents may be out of date as the land has not been transferred/sold since the 1840’s, but Cllr Hall queried why nothing had been lodged when the cemetery was extended in to the quarry field.

Cllr Gardner felt that the problem now is that the Parish Council is playing catch up, due to the number of times that things have been done by the Teasdale’s regarding the field, without any action being taken, and the only way to start is by seeing exactly what is written in the herbage agreement.

Cllr Abbott felt that it would be to the benefit of the Teasdale’s to produce a copy of the herbage agreement, and agreed that a formal letter be sent to them requesting the document, and felt that if it is not forthcoming, it would infer that they do not have one. Cllr Hall said that Cliff Harding had seen a copy at some point.

A motion was proposed by Cllr Gardner to write to Robert Teasdale requesting a copy of the herbage agreement. Seconded by Cllr Abbott. Vote taken, and all councillors were in unanimous agreement.

ACTION: Clerk to write a formal letter to Robert Teasdale requesting a copy of the herbage agreement.

Cllr Snowdon enquired whether there had been any decision on the recent planning application. The Clerk advised that it is still showing ‘pending consideration’ and there is a date showing at the end of January. Cllr Peckett said that he had received a call from Robert Teasdale, who said that his intention if he does not get his way with the quarry field is to put 1,000 pigs in it. Cllr Abbott asked whether this comment should be officially recorded, and Councillors were in full agreement that it should be documented, and felt that threats were not very helpful. Cllr Hall said that if pigs are to be put in the field, we would need to see a copy of the herbage agreement anyway to ensure that it is allowed under the agreement.

Susanna Baker enquired whether the quarry field is the whole field enclosed by the walled boundary. Cllr Hall said that it is believed that there may be a small part at the top of the field that is not part of it, but uncertain if this is the case or how much. Councillors agreed that when Tilesheds Farm was purchased it would have included a plan of exactly what was included.

Audrey Buckee asked if a land registry search or a public index map search has been done. It should show on the land registry if registered land, and if unregistered land on the index map, and may give some idea. She also asked if DCC has an old deeds registry. Cllr Abbott said that land registry show Raby to own the land, and both he and Cllr Gardner have been unable to find any documents at DCC apart from plans and maps which show details as mentioned above.

10. Public participation
Paul Brydon asked who had moved the soil from the cemetery. Cllr Potts felt that this would have been the council, as he had been advised a few weeks ago that they were doing some work in the cemetery.
Cllr Gardner mentioned the public rights of way that Susanna Baker had raised at the last meeting, and thanked her for doing the majority of the walks and highlighting the problems. There are some issues identified, including some problems with access, and a bridleway that is completely blocked. Cllr Gardner is in the process of compiling a report, which will be circulated amongst councillors and then forwarded to the relevant department at DCC. Mrs Baker wondered how much the Parish Council can do to perhaps sort out some of the smaller issues. Cllr Gardner said that unfortunately there is not the funds to do anything, and permission would need to be sought from DCC, who will have a budget to sort out the problems. Cllr Potts said that it is the responsibility of the landowner to make repairs, and that there are several public rights of way officers at DCC who would liaise with the relevant landowners to sort out the problems. Cllr Gardner said that the main issue is the bridleway that is completely blocked, and if DCC don’t do anything, then involvement of British Horse Society could be an option to intervene in the matter.
Cllr Potts mentioned that there have been a lot of incidents of theft, shed burglaries and other things in the area recently. Durham Police have visited Lynesack & Softley today, as farms are having quad bikes stolen (one has recently been found on Cockfield Fell), and there have been other incidents of other stolen from elsewhere found at Cockfield. He asked that everyone be aware and careful. Councillors agreed that something be put on WPC Facebook page. Cllr Potts said that Farm watch is still active and doing a good job, with Weardale and Hamsterley ones via WhatsApp sending messages, although the issue is that there are no local police available to catch the offenders.
11. Planning
None
12. Clerk’s matters – correspondence received
CDALC recommend local councils adopt Durham County Council code of conduct. ACTION: Clerk to check that this is the one that Woodland has adopted, and report back.
At a recent meeting DCC agreed to amend its code of conduct to include an additional paragraph:
[image: A close-up of a text
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CDALC feels that the addition of this paragraph is inappropriate and unnecessary, but it is up to each Council to make its own decision. Councillors were unanimous in deciding not to add this paragraph to Woodland Parish Council Code of Conduct.
Civility and Respect Pledge - This is a pledge that councils can sign up to, to demonstrate commitment to addressing poor behaviour and fostering positive changes to support civil and respectful behaviour. Cllr Gardner felt that this had already been signed up to. ACTION: Clerk to check
Civility and Respect Statement of Assurance - This is an undertaking for individual councillors to sign, to personally commit to upholding the values of civility and respect.  It isn’t a legal document or contractual obligation but a public affirmation of personal values and conduct. Councillors did not feel that it would provide any real value or benefit, and unanimously decided not to proceed with it.

Meeting closed 8.50


Date of next meeting 
 
Next meeting provisionally agreed for Thursday 12th March 2026 at Woodland Village Hall, with anything urgent in the meantime being communicated by email.

These are true and accurate minutes of the meeting as agreed by the council  
 
  
Date ……………………………………….. 
 
Signed …………………………………….. 


Minutes for all Parish Council meetings are available to view once agreed and signed by the council. These are available on the council website woodlandparishcouncil.gov.uk. The minutes will normally be available no later than 4 weeks after the date of the council meeting.  
 
Please note, all parish council meetings will be audio recorded for the purposes of accurately producing the minutes. The recording will be retained by Woodland Parish Council until the minutes have been agreed and signed. The recording will then be deleted unless the retention is requested by a lawful authority. 
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If Members are minded to amend the Member Code of Conduct, it is
suggested that a new paragraph 6 is inserted as follows:

“The right to freedom of expression under Article 10 of the European
Convention on Human Rights is the basis of democracy and will be
upheld at all times. Members have a democratic duty to represent their
constituents and engage in robust political debate. Therefore, in a political
context, a degree of immoderate, offensive, shocking or provocative
expression, is acceptable.”




